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Dialing for Dallars
Clicking is fun, but
for deapsar 8avINgs.
raach for the phone.
Every marh, plck a
SEMVIoE you uss and
reassess (15 valun,
It il's inguranca, do
you need o renega-
tiaile your rate or add
or drop coverage T
Look far hidden
fees. Compare tha
policy aganst its
campatitars, By
phane, politely
request the same
typees of deals hat
naw customaers an
getting and argue for
kwar interest rates
of the akmination of
fees. Whal da yeu
affar in reburn? Your
coninued patronage,
axcellent cradit
=oofes, and word-pd-
mouth acvertging,
Ho daal? & may ba
firme 1o walk.

Growing Your Green

Alrady soandoned your New Year's budge! resolulions? Financial resolve B just A chck away.

EVERY USEFUL FIMAMCIAL TIP CAM BE BOMLED D™
o one habic rracking vour money, Thar's casier than
ever if you marshal these e-haviors. Supesrchangs
Savings / 1y new online banking tools thar auto-
marically splic off savings streams {remm your mithly
direct-deposited pavcheck according 1o goals, such

as vacarion or emergency. The Magonal Automated
Clearinghouse Associarion found thar consumers whao
adopted this habit sived 390 mose a maomnth than
those who didn’. "Onee thar money is pur aside
automarcally, yvou'll be surprised s well in works,”
savs Rich Oliver, an execurive vice presidens for the
Federal Reserve Bank in Adanta.
Extra crediv: Look for incentive
programs like Bank of Americas
“Keep the Change,” which
rounds up spending on your
debit card, kicks thar amouns
irveer savings, and matches i

100 percent for cthe firss dhree

Tapping technology
18 SAVE PGy
isn't just for big
campanias, Oa
online with your
finamcas and booast

your baoktom line,

mmonths, Pay Smarter / Paying bills online saves at least
$150 annually in postage, check-reordering costs, and
lare fees and booses your credic score by eliminating
late payments. It saves your bank money, too, so take
advanrage of incentives to get online statements, make
free brokerage trades, and autormatically cransfer funds
o other account holders, Gurb Spending / Keeping

a spending journal forces you o see whar you could
cun; instead of making bong liss, make a daily appoint-
ment with vour online staements. The *My Spending
Bepor” wol from Wells Fargo, for example, collects
eransactions from vour check card, credic card, and
elecrronic bill pay inm one repors and sores them by
category and month. Geab Deats / Try e-coupons and
widgers, Ebares.com gives you discounts and cash back
for shopping at 800 stores, such as Expedia or Best
Bay. Google and Yahoo widgers bring price informa-
tion to vour desktop. You might find thar gas price
widgets set up for your ZIF code find cheaper hilling
stations than sites like gasbuddyv.com. #8F—Sara Aase



